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the dissensions among the royalists, convinced him that a
republic was the form of government which would divide
the nation least, so long as it eschewed any leanings towards
Socialism (Nys).
After the passing of the Military Law, he insisted that the
Assembly should delay no longer in tackling the constitutional
question. But it rejected his proposals for a republic, pro-
tested against his taking part in debates, and called upon him
to maintain " a resolutely conservative policy." Thereupon he
resigned, hoping that it would feel that he was indispensable
and would be compelled by this action to bow to his will. This
was a miscalculation. The royalist majority accepted his
resignation, and promptly appointed Marshal MacMahon in his
place (May 1873).
Then they hastily set about working for a restoration. Mac-
Mahon took as Premier the Orleanist Due de Broglie, who
prepared the way by the wholesale dismissal of republican
officials throughout the country. The Martial Law which had
been proclaimed in the crisis of 1871 was still in force, and this
enabled the Government to suppress journals, to close clubs, and
to deport opponents on charges of being concerned in the com-
munist disturbances of that year. Legitimists and Orleanists
now came to an understanding known as the " Fusion," by
which the childless Comte de Chambord was to be called to the
throne, with the Orleanist candidate, the Comte de Paris, as
heir-apparent. Everything seemed to be settled, and the very
bonfires had been prepared to celebrate the return of the
Bourbon to mount the throne of his ancestors, when there was
an unforeseen hitch. Chambord insisted that the traditional
drapeau blanc of the old monarchy should be substituted for
the tricolore. This was utterly impossible. The people of
France associated with the tricolore not only the liberty gained
in 1789 but all the glory won by French armies since. As
MacMahon said, the chassepots would go off of themselves if
the White Flag was flaunted before them. A deputation hurried
off to Chambord's place of exile in Austria to beseech him to